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having let fall some contradictions, it was thought
that he was an impostor, who had invented all
this story to bring himself into favour. Before
the night was over, this was proved to be the
fact, and, I believe, from his own confession.
The King came, that evening, to see Madame de
Pompadour; he spoke of this occurrence with
great sang froid, and said, " The gentleman who
wanted to kill me was a wicked madman; this
is a low scoundrel."

When he spoke of Damiens, which was only
while his trial lasted, he never called him any-
thing but that gentleman.

I have heard it said that he proposed having
him shut up in a dungeon for life; but that the
horrible nature of the crime made the judges
insist upon his suffering all the tortures inflicted
upon like occasions. Great numbers, many ofcratches, and the garde-du-corpserfectly   master   of the
